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Brief History of Nevada 

The first inhabitants of what is 
now Nevada arrived about 12,000 
years ago. They were fishermen, 
as well as hunters and food 
gatherers, for the glacial lakes of 
the ancient Great Basin were then 
only beginning to recede. 
Numerous sites of early human 
habitation have been found, the 
most famous being Pueblo 
Grande de Nevada (also known as 
Lost City). In modern times, four 
principal Indian groups have 
inhabited Nevada: Southern 
Paiute, Northern Paiute, Shoshoni, 
and Washoe 
  

Probably the first white explorer to 

enter the state was the Spanish 

priest Francisco Garces, who 

apparently penetrated extreme 

southern Nevada in 1776. The year 

1826 saw Peter Skene Ogden of 

the British Hudson's Bay 

Company enter the northeast in a 

prelude to his later exploration of 

the Humboldt River; the rival 

American trapper Jedediah Smith 

traversed the state in 1826–27. 

During 1843–44, John C. Frémont 

led the first of his several 

expeditions into Nevada 
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NEVADA RESEARCH 
RESOURCES 

VITAL RECORDS 

Division of Public and Behavioral Health 

(DPBH) 

4150 Technology Way, Carson City, NV 89706 

Phone: 775-684-4200 | FAX: 775-687-7570 

Email: dpbh@health.nv.gov 

Business Hours: 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.  

USGW TOMBSTONE PROJECT 

 http://www.usgwtombstones.org/nevada/

nevada.html 

USGW NEVADA ARCHIVES 

http://usgwarchives.net/nv/nvfiles.htm 

 .  

NEVADA COUNTIES 

CARSON CITY 

CHURCHILL 

CLARK 

DOUGLAS 

ELKO 

ESMERALDA 

EUREKA 

HUMBOLDT 

LAKE 

LANDER 

LINCOLN 

LYON 

MINERAL 

NYE 

PERSHING 

STOREY 

WASHOE 

WHITE PINE 

 

Consider sharing your genealo-

gy with us!  Join us as one of 

our volunteers and help us keep 

genealogy research FREE! 

How Can You Help?  

Cemetery Surveys  

Visit a cemetery, photograph 

and/or record headstones/

graves, for a county  

Obituary Extractions Current or 

old, it doesn’t matter. Please 

include what newspaper if you 

have it and the date of the 

paper. Check each county to see 

if they post obits and what 

layout they put them in.  

Document Transcriptions 

Transcribe/OCR a book, 

document or article you possess 

or find online. (Must be public 

domain material or you must 

have the author/creator’s 

written permission to place it 

here. Permission must 

accompany all copyrighted 

submissions.)  

Have access to a library, 

museum or genealogical society 

or your own materials? 

Volunteer to do lookups. Send 

the coordinator of the county 

you live in your email and the 

type of lookups you want to do 

and get to the lookups page.  
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